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campus internet
gets an
Technology Services will be improving Puget Sound’s internet capa-bilities over the coming 
weeks. Th ese upgrades include up-
dating the current wireless technol-
ogy, installing more wireless access 
points and disabling prohibited de-
vices.
    “Universities all across the coun-
try are struggling to meet the ev-
er-increasing demand on campus-
es for wireless access that is robust 
and fast,” Deputy Chief Informa-
tion Offi  cer Travis Nation said. 
    Nation recently sent a campus-
wide message informing students 
and staff  of the upcoming changes. 
As mentioned in previous articles, 
both Technology Services and Net-
working Staff  are constantly work-
ing to improve internet access for 
everyone. 
    
Th is week on campus was Inter-
national Education Week, a chance 
for students to learn about various 
cultures all around the world. By 
learning about each other’s cultures, 
students learn to foster the kind of 
tolerance and understanding be-
tween people that can strengthen a 
community.
    Many students were excited about 
learning more about International 
Education Week and what it repre-
sents. 
  “I am always interested in learn-
ing about other cultures,” freshman 
Lydia Bauer said.  
    “I think it’s a good opportunity 
for people to learn about other na-
tions as well as people from other 
nations to share their culture and 
nationality,” sophomore Samantha 
Coates said. 
    Freshman Beatrix Evans said “I 
think the message of Internation-
al Week is important. Humanity is 
not just one culture it’s [everyone’s] 
culture.” 
    Th e celebration was hosted by the 
Offi  ce of International Programs, 
which helps students fi nd new ways 
to explore their international inter-
ests and encourages cultural diver-
sity on campus.   
    By providing students with the 
opportunity to study abroad, the 
Offi  ce of International Programs 
educates people on the importance 
of learning about other cultures.
    Starting Nov. 4, students were 
off ered the opportunity to partici-
pate in diff erent events, from voting 
for their favorite photo taken while 
studying abroad in the photo con-
test to attending presentations giv-
en by students who completed re-
search projects while studying 
Puget 
Sound
celebrates
International 
Education 
Week
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A complete redesign of the Uni-
versity’s website is currently under-
way. Th e new website aims to in-
clude new interactive features such 
as an Instagram photo wall where 
students can add their stories to the 
combined history of Puget Sound.
    “About every four years, we re-
fresh the Puget Sound website, 
which allows us to take advantage of 
current trends in communications 
and technology in order to best con-
vey what Puget Sound is all about to 
our primary site visitors—prospec-
tive students and their families,” As-
sistant Director of Communications 
Sarah Stall said.
    Th e page’s URL will remain the 
same, but much of the content will 
be changed. Th ere are new and up-
dated pages for Collins Memorial 
Library, the Slater Museum of Nat-
ural History and admissions infor-
mation, to name a few. 
    “One key element of our new site 
is a fully responsive design that will 
automatically detect the kind of de-
vice you’re using—mobile, tablet, 
or desktop—and adjust the site lay-
out and features accordingly,” Stall 
said. “Other new features include 
more opportunities to show student 
work through blogs and student 
photography, embedded videos,  an 
Instagram photo wall on the home 
page, and more.”
    “We are particularly excited about 
implementing a design that will be 
responsive across multiple plat-
forms and browsers, and that fea-
tures more user-generated content, 
such as student photography, vid-
eos, and blogs,” Executive Director 
of Communications Gayle McIn-
tosh said. 
    Th e redesign is “a highly collab-
orative and consultative process” 
that uses resources and consulta-
tion across many departments with-
in the University, according to Mc-
Intosh. 
    Th e Admissions and Student Fi-
nancial Services pages see the most 
traffi  c on the website. 
   “Th e largest audience for the home 
page is prospective students and 
their families,” McIntosh said. 
    From November 2012 to October 
2013 the Puget Sound website has 
had 2,483,970 visits from 995,960 
people.
     One of the problems senior Sam 
Mandry has faced with the website 
has been fi nding health and safety 
resources. 
    “Th ere are resources available on 
the website that you can’t access, es-
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abroad. 
    The Office also offered the op-
portunity to volunteer at the Taco-
ma Community House, a nonprof-
it that provides assorted services 
for refugees, immigrants and oth-
ers. The goal is to build the resi-
dents’ English conversation skills. 
According to the Office of Interna-
tional Programs only 10 people had 
the opportunity to volunteer.
    The faculty of the Office of Inter-
national Programs really look for-
ward to this week of events. “We 
want to get the word out more,” Di-
rector of International Programs 
Roy Robinson said. “We could 
make strides to strengthen the di-
versity.”
    A member of the Puget Sound 
Community also received an award 
at the Global Engagement Awards 
Ceremony; this award is given to an 
individual dedicated to improving 
cultural diversity. 
    There was also a talk about var-
ious international careers and how 
students can incorporate their 
study abroad experience into a re-
sume. 
    “We want to get at the broader 
impact of the activities versus just 
studying abroad,” International Stu-
dent Advisor Allyson Lindsley said.
    To finish up International Edu-
cation Week the Office of Interna-
tional Programs showed a docu-
mentary called “Humedullah: The 
Road Home” focusing on a young 
Afghani boy who is deported from 
the U.K. after his asylee status ex-
pired. He is then given a video cam-
era to record his life after returning 
“home” to Afghanistan. Following 
the video, there was a discussion 
about the importance of Interna-
tional Education Week and under-
standing different cultures.
  International Education Week 
gives students the opportunity to 
investigate study abroad programs, 
participate in discussions on how 
cultural diversity affects communi-
ty living, and to make their learning 
about different cultures an interest-
ing, enjoyable experience.
    “[This week is about] getting a 
more international perspective,” 
Study Abroad Advisor Stephanie 
Noss said.
    For more info on International 
Education Week visit the Interna-
tional Programs page on the Puget 
  
  “We’re always hard at work trying 
to resolve problems,” junior Austen 
Harrison said. Harrison is one of 
Networking Services’ student staff.  
    The students and staff behind  
Puget Sound’s campus network re-
ceive frequent complaints about 
connectivity issues. 
    The Networking Services’ stu-
dent staff members have a personal 
investment in solving on-campus 
technology problems, as many 
share living spaces with their peers 
or access the campus network fre-
quently. 
    “The students are the ones that 
benefit the most from this,” junior 
Michael Mulay said. 
     “We bridge the gap…we are stu-
dents and we are also staff mem-
bers,” Mulay added.
    The main issue is that there are 
more internet users on campus 
than network bandwith to support 
their  usage. The cap on how much 
information can pass through the 
system affects students and staff 
who use multiple devices.
    The bandwidth, an estimation 
of the maximum amount of data 
that Puget Sound residents can 
download at one time collective-
ly, is around 250 megabytes of data 
per second. The wireless upgrade 
will increase the bandwidth to 500 
megabytes.
    Currently, the Networking team 
is working with technology from 
industrial-grade companies such as 
Cisco Systems Inc. Cisco is a com-
munications company that pro-
vides networking solutions on a 
massive scale to a multitude of in-
dustries.  Puget Sound does not use 
Cisco as an internet provider, but 
the University does use Cisco as 
their phone provider. 
    This bandwidth increase would 
account for internet users on cam-
pus, regardless of how many devic-
es they use. 
    If residents are using computers, 
printers, tablets, phones and gam-
ing devices, and all are trying to ac-
cess the internet at the same time, 
the amount of available resources 
becomes limited. 
    “This is a problem that people are 
experiencing all over the country,” 
Harrison said.
    Technology Services has also had 
to learn how to troubleshoot a wide 
range of products, with companies 
putting more services on the mar-
ket daily. As technology itself im-
proves, technicians need to learn 
more, much more quickly than 
they have had to in previous years. 
    “With the internet increasing in 
size every day…it is sometimes dif-
ficult to respond to that. And we 
have, in my opinion, some of the 
best people at this university re-
sponding to this problem,” Harri-
son said.
    “We do work with computer sci-
ence professors as well,” Mulay 
said. “We’ve done many projects…
where we’ve compiled together all 
the resources that we have.”
    Student members of Technology 
Services provide an invaluable role 
to the department. Puget Sound’s 
many skilled student staff members 
working on the current connectiv-
ity issues are providing a service 
that directly affects the community 
in which they work. 
    “I’ve had some experience with…
the negativity towards the tech de-
partment. One of the things that 
we’ve been trying to deal with as of 
late is a response to who we are and 
what we do,” Harrison said. “We 
want to remind the community 
that we are looking out for its best 
interests, all the time.”
The Puget Sound Faculty is cur-
rently discussing the inclusion of a 
new curriculum requirement that 
would address issues of knowledge, 
identity and power. 
    This new requirement would be an 
overlay approach that would not add 
a new core requirement, but would 
rather seek to embed shared language 
and frameworks of diversity into ex-
isting classes in order to equip stu-
dents with the ability to engage with 
diverse local and global communi-
ties. 
    In the fall of 2012, the Faculty Senate 
charged the Committee on Diversity 
(CoD) to see how other institutions 
have instated diversity requirements 
and to then make a recommendation 
on how this requirement could be in-
tegrated within the Puget Sound cur-
riculum. 
    The CoD looked at the require-
ments of other campuses and the 
way departments on campus are al-
ready engaging diversity in their 
course content, finding that many 
departments already engage diver-
sity through specific courses, events, 
guest lectures or study abroad oppor-
tunities. 
    Through the creation of this re-
quirement all students would have 
to take at the very least one or two 
classes that consider issues of power, 
privilege and diversity with the goal 
of preparing students for democratic 
citizenship.
      These courses can overlap in stu-
dents’ majors, minors or other core 
classes; the challenge, then, would 
be on faculty to include these issues 
if they want a course to meet the 
Knowledge, Identity and Power re-
quirement. 
    The CoD has recommended that 
individual faculty members volun-
tarily nominate courses to be desig-
nated as meeting the requirement. 
    The responsibility for the new re-
quirement will hopefully not fall en-
tirely on one or two departments, 
nor on departments that already feel 
the pressure of meeting core require-
ments.
    Diversity is a hot-button word 
thrown around the campus, but the 
CoD wants to make sure students 
have the theoretical framework nec-
essary to engage with these issues in 
a constructive manner. For example, 
they seek a revival of the word “diver-
sity” from its status as a meaningless 
buzzword.
    “We need to stop saying only ‘di-
versity’ and speak specifically of what 
kind of diversity we’re discussing, 
for example gender identity diver-
sity or racial diversity,” Committee 
on Diversity Chair Amy Ryken said. 
“We need to be specific so ‘diversity’ 
doesn’t become a code name for ev-
erything and nothing at once.” 
    Diversity applies to all aspects of in-
dividual identity, including race, reli-
gion, gender and sexuality. The new 
requirement would be designed to 
allow students to see these different 
features at work, globally, locally and 
in the campus community. 
    “The University of Puget Sound is 
not a bubble,” Ryken said. “We are 
not separate from issues of bias and 
hate. For example, issues of gender, 
racial and sexual orientation power 
dynamics are always at play on cam-
pus.” 
    The requirement will hopeful-
ly highlight both areas where Puget 
Sound supports diversity, and areas 
where the campus community can 
improve.   
    Proponents of this requirement do 
not see this as a solution to problems 
of bias or disparity of power, but as an 
opportunity to give all Puget Sound 
students a better framework for un-
derstanding and critically examining 
diversity as a multi-faceted issue. 
    Just as the students of Puget Sound 
are taught writing or the theoretical 
approaches to their major in order to 
use them after graduation, some feel 
that understanding diversity is just as 
important a tool to teach students. 
    This new requirement, however, is 
still in discussion. Some see this as a 
beneficial way to teach students, but 
others see the overlay approach as 
not going far enough or believe that 
understanding diversity cannot be 
taught in a classroom, but only by ex-
perience.  
    Faculty will continue to discuss the 
new requirement next semester and 
will then vote on whether or not to 
make the change. 
    If the change were to be approved, 
it would not be implemented until 
fall of 2015 at the earliest. 
By CLAIRe GRUBB
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The following is a summary of in-
cidents occurring on campus —or 
the campus border—and reported 
to Security Services between Oct. 
29, 2013 and Nov. 4, 2013:
 
·      One bicycle was reported sto-
len from the Todd/Phibbs bicycle 
storage room.
·     A student reported an electric 
guitar pedal stolen from his room 
in Anderson/Langdon Hall.  The 
room may have been unlocked 
and unattended at times prior to 
the theft.  There were no signs of 
forced entry.
·      A staff member reported ath-
letic clothes and a pair of shoes 
stolen from her locker in the 
Fieldhouse.  The lock securing the 
locker appeared to be pried open.
·      The sound mixer from the 
cabinet in the Rotunda at the 
Wheelock Student Center was 
discovered stolen. 
·      Security Officers respond-
ed to two liquor law violations 
and one drug violation.  All three 
violations occurred in residence 
halls.
  
Crime Prevention Tips:
 
·     The use of “U-Bolt” style locks 
to secure bicycles is highly rec-
ommended.  Remember to secure 
bicycles through the frame at a 
designated bike rack.
·      Do not leave valuables in your 
vehicle—especially in plain view.  
Steering wheel locking devices are 
recommended.
·         Always secure your room or 
office area when unattended.
·     Take advantage of the Security 
Safety Escort Services by calling 
(253) 879-3311.  This service is 
available 24/7.
pecially concerning marginalized 
populations and power-based [dy-
namics],” Mandry said. 
      “The intentions behind the rede-
sign are to create a site that is inter-
esting and engaging in the way that 
it tells the Puget Sound story,” Mc-
Intosh said.
  The Communications department 
wants to have students share photos 
via Instagram. 
    “Tag us in your photos of cam-
pus,  campus events, club activities, 
performances, classes, and anything 
else that shows what life is like as a 
Logger. If a photo is tagged @uni-
vpugetsound (the university’s Ins-
tagram account) or #universityof-
pugetsound, we may repost it or 
select it for inclusion on the home 
page photo wall, crediting you as 
the original source. We want to see 
Puget Sound through your eyes!” 
Stall said.
    Since each year there is a new wave 
of Puget Sound students who come 
with new experiences, perspectives 
and needs, the website will continue 
to grow and change. 
    Whether they are technological, 
social or otherwise, the changes will 
reflect the various generations of 
Loggers and students to come.
curriculum aims to integrate diversity
“We are not separate from 
issues of bias and hate.”
—Amy Ryken
Where to Find 
The Tr ail
Black Bear Yogurt
BlueBeard coffee
cafe BrouSSeau
metronome coffee
ShakaBrah Java
giBSon’S frozen Yogurt
Want your opinion to be heard?
if you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit 
our website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. 
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let ter to
 the editor
Dear Writer of the Satirical Works 
Section,
I would like to respectfully write 
a few comments about your article 
“Tacoma Moon Festival honors 
the bare beauty of butts” that was 
published on The Trail’s website 
on September 24, 2013. First and 
foremost, I would like to write that I 
understand that this portion of The 
Trail is for joking and laughs. Also, I 
have noted that there is a disclaimer.
As a Perspectives Leader that 
has gone through Puget Sound’s 
Diversity Summit, this article 
came as a shock. Even more, as 
a campus that is attempting to 
promote increased diversity and 
inclusiveness, the article came 
across as very demeaning, cold, and 
ostracizing. In addition, as an Asian 
American UPS student, this article 
was nothing short of offensive on 
many levels. 
The Tacoma Moon Festival’s 
purpose is to educate individuals 
of all backgrounds about Asian 
culture. The Festival hosted a 
number of different Asian ethnic 
groups including, but not limited 
to, Korean, Japanese, and Chinese. 
The Festival also aimed to preserve 
culture. Especially, for those like 
me, that did not learn a significant 
amount about my culture growing 
up. This festival was a way for me 
to learn about my culture and 
understand how to preserve it. 
By making light of the Tacoma 
Moon Festival, the individuals who 
were represented there were also 
mocked. 
Most importantly, the event was 
held at the Chinese Reconciliation 
Park. The Chinese Reconciliation 
Park was built in order to 
bring reconciliation. It aims to 
bring people of all races and 
socioeconomic statuses together 
with the intention of peace instead 
of separation or hatred. The park 
was built in the city we are living in 
to not only honor the Chinese that 
were driven out of Tacoma, but also 
to reach out to individuals living in 
Tacoma.  
I kindly and with all due respect 
ask that future publications be more 
thoughtful and considerate. The 
Trail, being the power of the pen, 
reaches many individuals. These 
individuals include current students, 
Alumni, prospective students, 
and the Tacoma community. Even 
though The Trail does not represent 
the opinions of all students, a 
Prospective Student finding and 
reading a copy of The Trail could 
read this section and be deterred 
from attending the university. 
Because of the nature of the article 
and its implications for my culture, 
I was offended by this article and 
hope that the Trail will continue 
being mindful to avoid dismissing 
minority groups on campus. 
Sincerely,
Ariana Lim
Labels are very important to the 
queer community. Having been 
denied the privilege of “normality” 
that cis-hetero people are granted 
as a matter of course, marginal-
ized groups cling to labels in or-
der to carve out a loving niche for 
themselves and others like them in 
an otherwise hostile environment 
that could not care less about their 
sense of belonging. 
And so, what is normally consid-
ered to be a divisive action (label-
ing, finger-pointing, etc.) actually 
creates opportunities for building 
community and safer, more inclu-
sive spaces.
Last Saturday, I attended the an-
nual Honors Conference hosted by 
Pacific Lutheran University, one 
such inclusive space for the aca-
demically inclined (socially awk-
ward) college nerds, and was in-
trigued by PLU senior Erin Parks’s 
rather subjective thesis presenta-
tion entitled, “Writing Center Con-
sultations and PFLAG Meetings: A 
Reflection and Analysis of My Un-
earned Privilege.” 
The first slide was a screenshot of 
her Tumblr blog highlighting the 
blog’s short bio section which read, 
“[name], 22, Student. Lesbian. I 
want to be a spy when I grow up.” 
Drawing on her experiences as an 
English and Women’s Studies ma-
jor, Parks then proceeded to give an 
outstanding, courageous analysis 
of her bio and how it applies to her 
academic, social and professional 
life as a tutor at the PLU learning 
center. 
Parks’s Tumblr bio reflects that, 
“I may be a woman and a lesbian, 
which are not considered to be 
‘groups’ of privilege, but I am white, 
super white, in fact, as you can see 
from the picture taken of my broth-
er and me above the bio section. I 
am a student, so I have the resourc-
es to finance my higher education. 
Perhaps most significantly (and 
what is not explicitly stated here) is 
that I identify with the gender I was 
born with. These are my privileges, 
and although I have always claimed 
the “lesbian” moniker as a source of 
personal pride, I know that it also 
means that I am a part of a vibrant 
[queer positive] community where 
I know that both my sexual orien-
tation and my unique identity will 
be understood and appreciated 
without my having to say anything 
to explain or defend myself,” she 
said during the presentation.
Although Tumblr may have some 
growing pains when it comes to 
creating inclusive spaces (the oft-
ridiculed abundance of “trigger 
warning” posts and their backlash 
is evidence of this), the microb-
logging platform most known for 
its fandom, cats and NSFW tags 
is moving towards embodying the 
kind of “privileged” community 
referenced in Parks’s presentation. 
Even the shyest user is only a 
hashtag search away from solid, 
established networks of intelligent, 
often highly educated bloggers 
(Wikipedia reports that most users 
are college-aged women and teens 
under the age of 25). 
Of course, as most Tumblr blogs 
are run by native English speakers, 
using the platform also raises inter-
esting questions about communi-
cation and intelligibility, which is 
far more fundamental to how these 
communities aggregate than shar-
ing a single or multiple marginal-
ized affiliations and identities.  
Throughout the presentation and 
in the Q & A session that followed, 
Parks addressed this issue and also 
articulated how speaking a “lan-
guage of privilege” like English ap-
plies to pedagogy and other areas 
of academic interest. 
As a native English speaker who 
helps non-native English speakers 
craft their essays in the PLU writ-
ing center, she witnesses the sober-
ing reality of the privileges given 
speakers of English and the privi-
leges that, as a mostly monolingual 
culture, we dismiss. 
Paul Kidder, the Seattle Universi-
ty Director of the Honors Program 
who moderated the session, noted 
that until recently even professors 
were baffled by students with a be-
ginner-level English language skill 
set. 
“We asked ourselves, ‘How the 
heck did this kid get into college? 
They can’t write. Now we’re starting 
to know better,” he said. 
With so many different Englishes 
spoken worldwide and so many 
different modes of expression avail-
able to us now, be it from Twitter, 
Youtube, Tumblr or any other plat-
form with its own stylistic conven-
tions or “codes,” it should come as 
no surprise that more and more 
people insist on separating a speak-
er or writer’s intellectual capabili-
ties from the current status of their 
language acquisition.
Proper grammatical construc-
tions and correct orthography are 
only some of the instances where 
education becomes a question of 
privilege. 
I used to find it very difficult 
not to judge the people who make 
“you’re/your” and “they’re/there/
their” mistakes, whereas I now see 
the mistakes as a function of the 
haste with which the sentence was 
written. 
Luckily for me and my fellow 
twitchy grammar nerds, the very 
aspects of internet culture that en-
courage these sorts of mistakes (es-
pecially considering that many us-
ers are browsing on their phones) 
has also normalized them, often 
with hilarious and intriguing re-
sults. (Blame the Internet cats.)
What Parks’s presentation and 
the rhetoric of privilege ultimate-
ly emphasizes is the need for the 
“privileged” to acknowledge their 
privileges as a product of real-life 
circumstances that favors their own 
existence over that of an Other. 
We should be aware that our priv-
ileges may in fact exclude us from 
certain dialogues such as those on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
feminism etc. that neither want nor 
need our apologies to be legitimate. 
After the presentations were over, 
I realized that the most telling and 
most heartening thing about the 
presentation was not even stated, 
which was the silent acceptance 
and approval it merited from a di-
verse peer group.
 Those of us from the so-called 
Blogging, language, and privilege(s)
By SHANNON KILGORe
The last month has to have 
been  difficult for the federal 
government. 
The government shutdown 
generated widespread anger among 
Americans toward Congress. 
With the passing of that crisis, 
the public has a new controversy 
to focus on: the disastrous launch 
of Healthcare.gov, the website 
designed to serve citizens under 
the provisions of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (commonly known as the ACA 
or “Obamacare”).
Since its launch on Oct. 1, the 
website has been plagued with 
technical flaws that persist a 
month after launch. 
Although the White House 
is taking public steps to fix the 
problems, the problems have 
produced a vocal reaction in 
Congress, and weakened the 
public’s opinion on the ACA: a Pew 
poll published on Oct. 21 shows 
that only 29 percent of Americans 
think the online healthcare 
exchanges are working well.
The website has been a costly 
endeavor. Reuters News Group 
reports that the total cost for 
the project reached nearly $292 
million in April, a substantial 
increase from the website’s original 
projected cost of $93.7 million. 
Given the massive cost of the 
project, it is shocking that it was 
released in such a broken state. 
Even more shocking is the 
possibility that the Obama 
administration knew the site was 
not ready for its scheduled launch. 
Although President Obama 
said on Oct. 4 that problems with 
the site were due to the massive 
amount of traffic to the site, CNN 
reports that they have documents 
detailing many glaring issues 
that CGI (the main contractor 
working on the site) warned the 
administration about prior to 
launch. 
Despite this, on Oct. 29 Medicaid 
Chief Marilyn Tavenner said, 
“No, we had tested the website 
and we were comfortable with its 
performance.
“Now, like I said, we knew all 
along there would be, as with any 
new website, some individual 
glitches we would have to work 
out. But, the volume issue and the 
creation of account issues was not 
anticipated and obviously took us 
by surprise. And did not show up 
in testing.”
These technical problems 
are pervasive. Although the 
Congressional Budget Office 
estimated that seven million 
Americans are to be enrolled in 
ACA health exchanges in 2014, 
Bloomberg reports that in the 
first two days only 248 people had 
successfully enrolled, with 40,000 
applicants “idling in a virtual 
waiting room.” This represents a 
significant hurdle for the millions 
of uninsured Americans looking 
towards the ACA for assistance.
Much of the blame for the 
website’s failures has fallen upon 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sibelius who, 
during a Congressional hearing, 
apologized for the issues. 
“Clearly, I was wrong. We were 
wrong. We knew that in any big, 
new, complicated system there 
would be problems. No one ever 
imagined the volume of issues and 
problems that we have had and we 
must fix it,” she said.
In an interview with HLN News, 
Vice President Joe Biden was also 
contrite, as he said, “We assumed 
that it was up and ready to run. But 
the good news is although it’s not—
and we apologize for that—we are 
confident by the end of November 
it’ll be, and there’ll still be plenty 
of time for people to register and 
get online.”
It is good that the administration 
recognizes its mistakes. However, 
apologies are not enough. This 
situation demands immediate 
action to correct the issues with 
the site. 
Fortunately, the administration 
is actively trying to correct its 
course. The administration is 
launching what they call a “tech 
AcA implementation problematic
By BILLY NICOL
PHOTO COURTESY/LUC SOKOLSKY
Gridlock: The government shutdown was just one of many difficulties of the healthcare issue.
see oBAMAcARE page 4
low attention span “Internet gener-
ation” are more aware of difference, 
and are less threatened by its influ-
ence than were past generations. 
Those with privileges are pro-
gressing in terms of both their un-
derstanding of their privileges and 
their responsibility to those with 
less. Let’s hope that they can con-
tinue to do so.
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let ter to
the editor
To the Editor,
Recently I had the chance to read 
through many articles from The 
Trail and one talking about the 
ranking of the University stuck out 
to me. The article “Puget Sound 
ties for 76 ranking” dated October 
4th glared out me as an obvious 
example of bias as well as lack of 
good information. While it was 
enjoyable to read at some points 
I found two things especially 
curious about the article.
To begin with, there are some 
points that could have been made 
that would have made this article 
a lot stronger and clearer. While 
it isn’t clear from the title of the 
article the “tie” that the University 
of Puget Sound had for 76th also 
involved 4 other schools: St. Mary’s 
College, IN, St. John’s University, 
MN, Gustavus Adolphus College, 
MN, and Berea, KY. Even if the 
point of the article was to compare 
UPS to Transylvania University, 
it would have been reasonable 
to just give the other colleges an 
honourable mention. The other 
important fact about colleges left 
out is that this is US News’s Best 
Colleges, for Liberal Arts Colleges. 
While it may be clear to the college 
students here (well, most) that 
the University of Puget Sound 
is on a distinctly different list of 
colleges, a person unfamiliar with 
the distinction would think that 
nationally amoung all colleges, 
University of Puget Sound places 
76th; which would be accredited 
to a college like Baylor University 
amoung the national universities.
Secondly, the authors seems to 
make their main point about how 
the universities may be similar, 
“there are notable differences 
between Transylvania University 
and University of Puget Sound,” 
but they don’t make any clear 
points that distinguish the 
Universities apart. After talking 
about some statistical similarities 
and differences like gender 
of the student body, and the 
endowments of the universities, 
the author continues on to talk 
about the accomplishments of 
UPS without even mentioning 
what Transylvania University has 
accomplished. If I wished to be 
convinced that the two Universities 
are different don’t only tell me 
about one of them and not the other. 
 
A friend of the University
For the past couple of weeks, social 
media and news websites have been 
buzzing over an article posted on 
Slate regarding solutions to rape 
culture.  Slate contributor Emily 
Yoffe’s main point?  
In order to stop rape on college 
campuses, young women should 
stop drinking.  
Yoffe’s article, as the 
aforementioned “solution” suggests, 
focused largely on attacking the 
current generation’s trends of binge-
drinking and hookup culture—a 
trend I don’t see as necessarily new. 
“Young women are getting a 
distorted message that their right 
to match men drink for drink is 
a feminist issue. The real feminist 
message should be that when you 
lose the ability to be responsible for 
yourself, you drastically increase 
the chances that you will attract the 
kinds of people who, shall we say, 
don’t have your best interest at heart. 
That’s not blaming the victim; that’s 
trying to prevent more victims.”
While it is certainly true that 
binge-drinking is ill-advised and 
has the potential of leading to any 
number of unsafe situations, it is 
even more ill-advised to place the 
blame for sexual assault and battery 
on beverages instead of perpetrators. 
By arguing that the “right” to 
drink men under the table is not a 
feminist issue, Yoffe trivializes the 
matter at hand. 
Her standpoint strips 
accountability from rapists and 
implies that, in making the decision 
to drink, women are setting 
themselves up for almost certain 
violation, dangerously close to 
implying that they’ve asked for it.  
I am completely in support of 
knowing your limits and drinking 
responsibly—but choosing to 
abstain because someone has told 
you you’re asking to be violated is 
completely different.  
Yoffe included in her article a 
narrative on the problems of citing 
victim-blaming, as I’ve done above.  
Quoting an expert she interviewed 
for the piece, Yoffe wrote, “I’m 
always feeling defensive that my 
main advice is: ‘Protect yourself. 
Don’t make yourself vulnerable to 
the point of losing your cognitive 
faculties,’” says Anne Coughlin, 
a professor at the University of 
Virginia School of Law, who has 
written on rape and teaches feminist 
jurisprudence. 
She adds that by not telling them 
the truth—that they are responsible 
for keeping their wits about them—
she worries that we are “infantilizing 
women.”  There are inconsistencies 
in these arguments, however. 
 Coughlin advocates telling women 
the truth about their situation—
encouraging them to make good 
choices and acknowledge certain 
risks; Yoffe infantilizes women, in 
my view, by implying that that they 
need to be protected from danger by 
not participating in “adult” activities 
and college culture.  
This is not to paint consumption 
as the “right” and abstinence 
as a “wrong,” but it at least 
provides leeway to decide without 
condemnation. 
Yoffe’s article leaves little room 
for such choice, condemning the 
entire culture instead—“Puking in 
your hair, peeing in your pants, and 
engaging in dangerous behaviors 
have to stop being considered 
hilarious escapades or proud war 
stories and become a source of 
disgust and embarrassment.”  
You will notice that the focus here 
is now completely stolen from rape 
culture and instead zeroed in on 
the idea itself of college kids getting 
sloppy drunk, which in many ways 
can be seen as a rite of passage—
an activity that we learn from here 
so we know our limits and good 
behavior in later years.
Yoffe speaks of “infantilizing” 
young women by not telling them 
the dangers of drinking and the 
expectations they should hold in 
doing so, yet Yoffe’s advice to her 
own daughter, an incoming college 
freshman, is flagrantly infantilizing. 
“I tell her I know alcohol will be 
widely available (even though it’s 
illegal for most college students) 
but that she’ll have a good chance 
of knowing what’s going on around 
her if she limits herself to no more 
than two drinks, sipped slowly—
no shots!—and stays away from 
notorious punch bowls.”  
Staying away from drinks you 
haven’t poured yourself is always 
sound advice, but capping your 
daughter on two drinks and not 
allowing her to comfortably find her 
limit on her own is dangerous for 
other reasons.  
What Yoffe fails to recognize is 
that motherly advice is wonderful 
and necessary—but our mothers 
will not always be there and young 
women must know how to make 
decisions on their own. 
Perhaps what bothers me most 
about Yoffe’s article is its failure to 
recognize men.  The inflammatory 
response I initially had to it was, no 
doubt, in response to the idea that 
women should be the only ones 
held responsible for the amount of 
alcohol consumed.  
Yoffe mentioned that men often 
use alcohol as justification for their 
actions, but said little to dismiss that 
as a viable claim. 
The underlying implication  is that 
it doesn’t matter how much men 
choose to drink—that they are out 
of control of their actions anyway, so 
it is incumbent upon the woman to 
soberly hold them in check.  
The entire article is also structured 
in a way that completely denies the 
possibility of women violating men. 
Overall, problematic.  
A statistic from One in Four 
USA states, “In a study by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control of 5,000 
college students at over 100 colleges, 
4 percent of men answered “yes” to 
the question ‘In your lifetime have 
you been forced to submit to sexual 
intercourse against your will?’” 
 In response to her critics, Yoffe 
said the following: “Many others 
said I should have written a piece 
not focusing on women, but on 
men, who, after all, are the rapists. I 
did note in the story the importance 
of rape education—especially 
teaching young men and women 
what consent means and that a 
highly intoxicated woman can’t give 
it. But I agree with critics that the 
education of men is an important 
issue and I should have hit it harder.” 
Once again, Yoffe’s blanket 
assertion that men “are the rapists” 
is grossly incorrect.  
People, men and women alike, 
are capable of sexual violation. 
Education is one thing, action is 
quite another.
Article misses mark on rape culture
By CAROLeA CASAS
Families across the country are 
facing devastating cuts to the food 
stamp program. 
Due to the large amount of 
debt and economic unrest the 
nation currently faces, there has 
been an effort to reduce federal 
and state spending through cuts 
to many social programs. On 
Nov. 1, perhaps one of the most 
devastating cuts was put into 
effect. 
The food stamp program, 
officially called the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) was cut by 5 percent, or 
by about $36 less per family per 
month due to the expiration of the 
increase to the program brought 
on by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).
In 2009, the ARRA was signed 
into law. The act set aside $45.2 
billion for SNAP; however, this 
increase in benefits expired on 
Oct. 31.
In addition, families could face 
an even larger decrease in benefits 
due to the farm bill currently being 
debated in Congress. The bill has 
the potential to cut an additional 
$40 billion from the program over 
the course of 10 years. 
The Senate version of the bill 
even has a provision to ban all 
people convicted of a violent crime 
from ever receiving food stamps. 
The provision was proposed by 
Rep. Senator David Vitter and is 
still part of the official bill.
Individuals who have been 
convicted of violent crimes already 
face employment discrimination, 
so this bill only further punishes 
those who are trying to reintegrate 
themselves into society.
According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the 
majority of individuals who 
receive SNAP benefits are children 
and the elderly, making this ban 
even more unfair towards those 
who are in the most need.
Although there is no guarantee 
that either of the bills will pass, 
there has already been a significant 
cut in benefits due to the expiration 
of the ARRA. 
Any cuts enacted due to the 
passage of the farm bill would only 
further harm families in need of 
SNAP benefits.
In a report by the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities 
(CBPP) this year, it was shown 
that the loss of the boost from the 
AARA will mean that families 
of three will receive only $29 
per month, or about $1.40 per 
meal. This small budget means 
families often search for the 
most inexpensive options to feed 
themselves and their dependents. 
Very inexpensive food options 
tend to be items that are generally 
unhealthy while produce can 
tend to be more expensive so any 
further decrease in benefits will 
only make it harder for families 
to have the flexibility to purchase 
healthy foods.
In a story by USA Today, one 
newscaster tried his luck at 
purchasing enough food with this 
amount of money. 
When reviewed by a nutritionist, 
his purchases were very unhealthy 
and high in sodium. While the 
nutritionist was able to purchase 
more healthy options with the 
money, it is often times much easier 
for families to buy convenience 
foods that lack nutritional quality, 
but are inexpensive and are offered 
in larger portions.
For families dealing with food 
insecurity, nutritional value is not 
always the top priority. 
Any further cuts to this program 
will be devastating for families 
that are already facing a loss of 
benefits. 
SNAP does not actually drain the 
economy, which is the justification 
for the cuts presented in the farm 
bills.
According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, “Every 
$5 in new SNAP benefits generates 
as much as $9 in total economic 
activity.” 
The Food and Research Action 
Center reported on the economic 
benefits of SNAP and quoted 
economist Mark Zandi as saying, 
“If someone who is literally living 
paycheck to paycheck gets an extra 
dollar, it’s very likely that they will 
spend that dollar immediately on 
whatever they need—groceries, to 
pay the telephone bill, to pay the 
electric bill.” 
The money these individuals 
spend is almost immediately 
placed back into circulation, 
therefore stimulating the economy.
In addition, SNAP was shown to 
not only effectively respond to the 
economic recession, but also not 
lead to dependency.
The CBPP reported this year that 
the Congressional Budget Office 
has actually predicted that the 
number of individuals enrolled in 
SNAP will begin to fall as early as 
next year.
Of all of the possible programs to 
cut, it makes the least amount of 
sense to make cuts to SNAP.
The families that will be impacted 
by the cuts are already suffering, 
yet lawmakers are willing to cause 
further suffering by making cuts to 
one of the few safety net programs 
still available to impoverished 
households. 
There needs to be a serious 
reevaluation of the country’s 
priorities if our lawmakers are 
honestly willing to punish citizens 
for an economic crisis they did not 
cause. 
Cuts to SNAP reflect poor priorities
By KAYLA GUTIeRReZ
oBAMAcARE
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surge,” bringing in experts from 
companies such as Google to tackle 
the tech issues with brute force. 
This could be a crucial step toward 
getting the site back on track. 
However, it may not be enough. 
Speaking to Reuters, MIT’s Howard 
Anderson said, “What I am seeing is 
the equivalent of a man-overboard 
drill. It is the equivalent of having 
an infinite number of monkeys on 
an infinite number of code-making 
machines.” 
The tech surge may be a solution 
that prioritizes quantity over 
quality. 
At this point, however, any 
approach is worth taking. 
President Obama made health 
care one of the pillars of his election 
campaign, and it is one of the most 
pressing issues (both in human and 
financial terms) facing our country. 
The administration needs to act 
decisively and effectively.
“her standpoint strips 
accountability from 
rapists and implies that, 
in making the decision to 
drink, women are setting 
themselves up for almost 
certain violation.”
“For families dealing with 
food insecurity, nutritional 
value is not always the top 
priority.”
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Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the boxes in 
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
Th e Trail will never publish 
Hey Yous that explicitly refer 
to individuals or groups or are 
hateful or libelous in nature. A 
full description of the policy can 
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU! Sorry I spilled glitter 
all over your bathroom. If it makes 
you feel any better it’s still in my 
hair.
HEY YOU! Bass player for Harsh-
mellow. You rocked that stage 
(and that shirt) last Saturday night. 
Keep strummin’, super stud, keep 
strummin’.
HEY YOU! Ain’t nobody fresher 
than my clique.
HEY YOU! Nordic Opprista, your 
beard is super well kept. I appreci-
ate your trimming skills.
HEY YOU! Th e boot’s off  but I’m 
still down. Come fi nd me.
HEY YOU! Roommate, you’re so 
much cooler than the iPhone. We 
all know it’s secretly named aft er 
you.
HEY YOU! Blue-eyed barista boy. 
I’m glad we fi nally graduated from 
awkward eye-contact buddies to 
actual “hi!” acquaintances. Maybe 
whole sentences next?
HEY YOU! Redhead Passages 
leader, start being nice and stop 
f***ing freshmen.
HEY YOU! Blonde Th eta Cellar 
worker, you make awesome pizzas. 
We should share one sometime.
HEY YOU! Happy Trail editor. I’ll 
give you my enthusiastic consent 
any day (aft er we discuss our 
boundaries & preferences).
HEY YOU! Harshmellow, y’all can 
harsh my mellow any time.
HEY YOU! Oppenheimer staff , I 
still like you but your new shirts 
look like a dizzy unicorn puked on 
them.
HEY YOU! Ladies with the in-
tricate braids, I’m jealous of your 
skills.
HEY YOU! Th e Wetlands maga-
zine submission deadline has been 
extended to FRIDAY, NOVEM-
BER 8th at midnight! Submit to 
pugetsoundwetlands@gmail.com.
HEY YOU! A Phi library dweller. 
Your voice may be high, but I want 
to take you higher.
HEY YOU! Head on over to Todd 
Field on Sunday the 10 from 12-2 
p.m. for Gamma Phi Turkey Bowl 
Flag Football Tournament! All 
proceeds go to Girls on the Run! 
$25/team; 5-7 people/team! See 
you there!
HEY YOU! Ladies with the match-
ing hair cuts, thanks for being the 
model of coupledom.
HEY YOU! Ginger burrito roller, 
thank you for honoring the sacred 
tradition of burrito rolling. Your 
burritos are the best.
HEY YOU! Sexy redhead from the 
mailroom. Who needs policy any-
way? We could break all the rules. 
HEY YOU! Come to the KAO’s 
Rock Th e Casa! Join us for a battle 
of the bands Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. in 
the Rotunda. Tickets are $5 and 
can be bought from our table in 
the S.U.B. Questions? Ask any 
Th eta! Hope to see you there!
HEY YOU! Lanky A/L 3 RA. I 
know your name’s not original but 
I have some original moves I want 
to try on you.
HEY YOU! Anybody who doesn’t 
have an RDG ticket, GO BUY 
ONE RIGHT NOW! You’re not 
gonna want to miss this!
HEY YOU! Opp barista with the 
geometric body art. Do you like 
the whip?
HEY YOU! Beautiful, short twin-
sie, I can’t wait to see you and the 
dance you choreographed! You’re 
gonna rock RDG! Wine aft er? :)
HEY YOU! Rhinoceros Rex, loved 
the show this weekend. But next 
time, be sure to take your under-
wear off  too!
HEY YOU! Consent is sexy, let’s 
make Puget Sound a consent-
minded culture!
HEY YOU! Badass blondie bio 
major, great pep talk. I think 
you’re da bomb.
HEY YOU! Tall kid wearing a hat 
longboarding across campus, I’ll 
let you longboard on my DONG! 
*wink*
HEY YOU! Ginger girl in my calc 
class. We started talking because 
you sent me a ‘hey you.’ Can you 
believe we’ve come this far?
HEY YOU! Girl in Diversions 
wearing a green sweater. I saw the 
image on your computer screen, 
and I hope that it was for me. Find 
me.
HEY YOU! Cops, thanks for not 
busting that party last weekend, 
even aft er having to come by three 
times.
HEY YOU! Girl with the frog hat, 
wanna play leap-frog?
HEY YOU! Cute girl who didn’t 
cover your mouth when you were 
coughing in Diversions. I’m happy 
to carry this around to remember 
you by.
HEY YOU! Girl dressed as Edward 
Scissorhands in the library last 
Th ursday, DAYUUMMM.
HEY YOU! New Communica-
tions guy. I need to communicate 
something with you. Come a little 
closer?
Th e male condom is possibly one 
of the most commonly used and mis-
used forms of birth control in any 
sexual act involving male genitalia. 
Many who use the male condom 
tend to do so due to its aff ordability, 
eff ectiveness in the protection against 
STIs and pregnancy as well as the fact 
that this concrete barrier against po-
tential disaster is ubiquitous among 
drug stores, super markets and around 
college campuses such as our own 
(check out CHWS if you want some 
for free!). While I could spend an en-
tire article talking about the benefi ts 
of male condoms, it is more pressing 
to address the perceived shortcom-
ings of the product that make some 
hesitant to employ it in their sexploits.
According to a recent post on the 
Huﬃ  ngton Post’s women’s blog, one of 
the top ten things contributors wished 
sex ed had taught them included the 
idea that condoms are meant for plea-
sure before protection. Th e reasoning 
behind this new method for teach-
ing condom use is based around the 
simple idea that if you derive pleasure 
from something, you are much more 
likely to try using it again. 
Some of the most common com-
plaints among male condom users are 
that condoms are uncomfortable, fall 
off , break, decrease sensation or dis-
rupt the mood when one has to stop 
foreplay in order to open a condom 
and put it on. Many of these issues 
are due to a lack of information about 
diff erences between various kinds of 
condoms and the proper ways for us-
ing them.
In some cases, one may fi nd that the 
size of condom he is using is too big or 
too small for his penis, making tears 
and accidental slips of the condom 
more common. Some brands that 
tend to make larger condoms include 
Durex, Trojan Magnum and Pleasure 
Plus. One way to prevent the friction 
that causes tears is to make sure the 
condom you are using is lubricated or 
simply to add a drop of lube to the in-
side of the condom before application. 
To combat a loss of sensation, one 
may opt to buy a thinner brand of 
condom such as Maxx or Kimono, 
but be warned that these brands tend 
to carry a slightly heft ier price tag. 
Condoms that also include spermi-
cide tend to cause a numbing sensa-
tion and according to reviews are not 
recommended for use during oral sex 
due to their awful taste. On the plus 
side, if your condom is put on correct-
ly, is the correct size and well lubricat-
ed, spermicide is not necessary for the 
prevention of pregnancy—especially 
if you are using your condom along 
with another form of birth control in 
penis-to-vagina encounters.
Additionally, you or your partner 
may be allergic to latex or spermicide, 
making condoms less appealing. If 
this is the case, the simplest fi x is to 
switch to a non-spermicidal condom 
to see if any negative tingling/burn-
ing sensations continue, and then to 
switch to a non-latex alternative if 
these symptoms persist. Be warned, 
however, that non-latex condoms 
tend to carry a lower success rate in 
the prevention of pregnancy and STIs.
If you feel that condoms are still 
boring you and disrupting your mojo, 
you have more options! Try variety 
packs or shop around sex stores and 
online to experiment with diff erent 
types of ribbing and color combina-
tions. Th ere are fl avored condoms, 
warming condoms, cooling condoms, 
extra ribbed condoms, tuxedoed con-
doms and glow-in-the-dark varieties 
for almost every occasion you can 
think of. 
So next time either you or your 
partner feels that it is important to 
stay safe but is hesitant to make the 
male condom a part of the act, try 
something new and you may be sur-
prised at the diff erence.
All condoms are 
not created equal
By SANDY TAILCHASeR
Japan has had its fair share of 
crises over the last couple of years. 
In 2001, they saw an earthquake, 
a tsunami and a radioactive melt-
down. But experts are warning of a 
new, slower crisis that we need to be 
on the lookout for in Japan.
Young people aren’t having sex.
Journalists, economists and psy-
chologists have been looking for an 
explanation of the country’s popu-
lation decline for some time. 
According to Th e Guardian, 2012 
saw fewer babies born in Japan than 
any other year on record. (It was 
also the year adult diapers outsold 
children’s diapers.) 
Japan’s population is aging, and 
many have come to the conclusion 
that it is due to a social climate that 
discourages sex and relationships, 
let alone marriage and children.
One of the biggest reasons people 
in Japan aren’t dating as much (a 
recent study by the Meiji-Yasuda 
Life and Welfare Research Institute 
showed that 30 percent of people 
under 30 had never dated) can be 
attributed to its economic climate. 
Japan’s economy has been stagnant 
over the last 20 years, skyrocketing 
the cost of living. 
In order to raise children, most 
married couples both need to be 
working and earning a decent sal-
ary, and due to some very persistent 
gender roles (which we will get to 
later) the man usually takes on the 
role of primary breadwinner.
Th e fact is, people are focused on 
their careers. Th ey can’t be troubled 
to fi nd time for dating. 
According to Eri Tomita, a 
32-year-old employee for a French 
bank, “A boyfriend proposed to me 
three years ago. I turned him down 
when I realized I cared more about 
my job. Aft er that, I lost interest in 
dating. It became awkward when 
the question of the future came up.”
Th is leads to the second big rea-
son that people aren’t having fami-
lies in Japan. According to Tomita, 
a woman’s chances of promotion go 
down the drain if she gets pregnant. 
“Th e bosses assume you will get 
pregnant.  You have to resign. You 
end up being a housewife with no 
independent income. It’s not an op-
tion for women like me.”
Obviously these rigid gender 
roles in the workplace are harmful; 
especially considering Japan is con-
sistently ranked as one of the worst 
developed nations when it comes to 
gender equality at work.
Gender roles in Japan also aff ect 
how women are spending their free 
time. According to another young 
professional in Japan, Eri Asada, 
casual sex isn’t really an option be-
cause “girls can’t have fl ings with-
out being judged.” 
Although Japan is fairly liberal 
when it comes to sexual expression, 
there is a huge double standard 
when it comes to men and women. 
Th e Guardian article reports that 
“the current fantasy ideal for wom-
en under 25 is impossibly cute and 
virginal.”
Th is double standard was made 
painfully clear this year when 
Kunio Kitamura, the head of the 
Japan Family Planning Association 
(JFPA), explained the reason for 
their lack of interest in female sexu-
ality: “Sexual drive comes from 
males. Females do not experience 
the same levels of desire.”
Despite the horrifying double 
standards and discouraging econ-
omy, many experts think that the 
biggest contributing factor is Ja-
pan’s ever-increasing “shut-in” cul-
ture. 
Young people are opting out of 
sex and love altogether, preferring 
online porn, virtual-reality girl-
friends and anime cartoons. 
Th is year the JFPA published a 
study that found that 45 percent 
of women aged 16-24 “were not in-
terested in or despised sexual con-
tact.” More than a quarter of men 
felt the same way.
Japan is changing rapidly, and 
many believe that the world will 
follow. Th e population is aging, 
shrinking and shutting in. 
Kitamura claims the crisis is so 
serious that Japan “might eventu-
ally perish into extinction.” 
But all is not lost! Some brave few 
are fi ghting for Japan’s youth. Ai 
Aoyama is a sex and relationship 
counselor (as well as an ex-profes-
sional dominatrix). She recognizes 
Japan’s problem, and is working ev-
ery day to solve it. 
“Both men and women say to 
me they don’t see the point of love. 
Th ey don’t believe it can lead any-
where,” Aoyama said. “Relation-
ships have become too hard.”
curing “celibacy syndrome”
By GIRTH BROOKS
Japanese youth aren’t having sex and experts know why
“ Th e current fantasy ideal 
for [Japanese] women 
under 25 is impossibly 
cute and virginal.”
—Th e Guardian
Hey Happy Trail readers!
Be sure to stop by Th e 
Trail’s website and 
participate in our special 
poll for the next issue!
trail.pugetsound.edu
Oct. 30 marked Slat-er Museum’s second Night at the Muse-um, “Bats.” This event, 
which drew a large audience from 
both the Tacoma community and 
Puget Sound, had several bat spe-
cialists from the community and 
a live bat from Point Defiance Zoo 
and Aquarium.
Wyatt Sherwood, age three, was 
very excited about the live bat. “An 
alive one? Let’s go!” he said. Sher-
wood, dressed as a bat himself, 
wasn’t the only person interest-
ed in Indie, the Giant Indian Fruit 
bat. From the moment Indie arrived 
with his caretaker, Karen Povey, a 
ring of eager onlookers surround-
ed him. 
“We have a longstanding relation-
ship with the Point Defiance Zoo 
and Aquarium,” Mary Krauszer, 
Slater Museum Education and Out-
reach Coordinator, said. When the 
Zoo heard about Bat Night, they of-
fered to loan a bat to the museum to 
help educate people about bats.
“We have a group of animals that 
were raised and trained for doing 
this exact sort of thing.” Povey said. 
Indie, a 15-year-old male, is one 
of these animals. He hung upside 
down from Povey’s arm, looking 
back at the children and occasion-
ally stretching his wings. 
“When he’s all the way stretched 
out, [his wingspan] makes three 
feet. [Though] the largest bat in the 
world [the Samoan Fruit bat] has 
about a six-foot wingspan, if you 
can believe it,” Povey said.
“We call him a starter bat, because 
so many bats are creepy-looking 
with all the weird things they have 
on their faces. Those bats echolo-
cate, so that’s why they look the way 
they do,” Povey said. 
Giant Indian Fruit Bats’ diets con-
sist of fruit, so they do not need to 
hunt down their food in the same 
way as bats that eat insects do. In-
die’s face therefore looks more like 
that of a dog or fox, which is why he 
is in the category of bats called “fly-
ing foxes.” Indie also has great eye-
sight, a characteristic not usually as-
sociated with bats.
To anyone who became inspired 
to look into having a bat as a pet, 
just remember that it is against the 
law to do so. 
Though Indie looked very com-
fortable and friendly in the crowd, 
Povey reminds us that he is still a 
wild animal. 
“The nature of a wild animal is 
to be much more reactionary than 
a pet,” Povey said. “He’s not bred to 
have those calm qualities, [they] are 
more trained in him than inherent.” 
“The last thing I want to do is that 
by bringing him here, have people 
go away thinking about how [a bat] 
would make a great pet. It’s a bad 
idea. Having said that, he is a really 
great animal,” Karen said.
 Indie has been handled and 
raised to be in situations like the one 
at Bat Night, but his good behavior 
had more to do with his personal-
ity than him being a bat. Even being 
trained by professionals his whole 
life, Indie is still quick to bite. 
That aside, Indie was a wonderful 
learning experience for everyone in-
volved. He was the life of the party, 
so to speak, and he was kind of cute. 
“Kind of cute? He’s incredibly 
cute!” Povey said.
Though Indie and his caretak-
er were crowd pleasers, there were 
many other exciting things for visi-
tors to explore. 
One of those was a bat sound 
and guano display courtesy of Greg 
Falxa, a bat researcher for the non-
profit Cascadia Research.
At the display, anyone who was 
interested could examine the guano 
of different species of bats under a 
microscope. Similar to owl pellets, 
it is possible to determine the spe-
cies of bat just by their droppings 
because the diet differs from species 
to species.
Falxa also brought a collection of 
bat noises for people to listen to. 
Though our human ears cannot 
pick up the sounds that bats use for 
echolocation, it is possible for tech-
nology to pick them up and drop 
them to a frequency that we can 
hear.
The prep room, as always, was 
open for the brave souls who want-
ed to see what it takes to go from 
roadkill to the specimens that are 
on display. 
“It’s not a specimen until it’s 
skinned and stuffed or dried or 
pickled,” Krauszer said. “It gives 
people insight into the process of 
creating a collection.” 
In this room, visitors could actu-
ally touch a bat’s wing, or examine 
closely the needle-sharp teeth that 
bats are equipped with.
Another change from the previ-
ous Night at the Museum was the 
creative costumes that the docents 
were wearing; they were a step up 
from the decorated Organism Hats 
they previously displayed. 
“The docents of their own accord 
decided that they should wear cos-
tumes. We might as well, it’s Octo-
ber 30 and we are animal enthusi-
asts,” Krauszer said. 
Most of the docents, along with 
several guests, were dressed for the 
occasion as bats, though there were 
a dragon and a lobster teaching 
about bats as well.  
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 By ADA SMITH
 
Professor Koelling has recently 
begun teaching at the University as 
an assistant professor of Biology. 
This is her first year at the Universi-
ty and she is enjoying her time here 
so far. Here she answers some ques-
tions about her favorite aspects of 
school, her interests in Biology and 
her passion for teaching. 
Q: Where did you grow up?
A: I grew up in a couple of plac-
es in Oregon—Portland and a small, 
rural town called Yamhill.
Q: What classes do you teach?
 
A: I teach Unity of Life and Bio-
informatics this fall, Genetics in the 
spring. I will also be teaching Evo-
lution next fall.
Q: What is your favorite aspect of 
Puget Sound?
 
A: I love teaching in a liberal 
arts college environment. Getting 
the opportunity to have close inter-
actions with students and helping 
them discover biology is one of the 
best things about my job.
Q: What is your least favorite as-
pect of Puget Sound?
A: Since I’ve only been teaching 
here for about seven weeks now, I 
don’t think I have a good answer for 
that one yet. Right now, I’d have to 
say the rain is my least favorite as-
pect of Puget Sound.
Q:  What brought you to Puget 
Sound?
A: I came to Puget Sound be-
cause I love teaching and doing re-
search, both of which are highly val-
ued here. It was an added bonus that 
I grew up in the Pacific Northwest, 
so coming to Puget Sound feels very 
much like coming home.
Q:  How do you like your 
students?
A: My students are great and a lot 
of fun! I’m really enjoying getting to 
know them, and I hope that I’ll have 
many of them in more of my classes 
in the future.
Q: Why did you become a profes-
sor?
A: I became a professor because 
I love biology, particularly evolu-
tionary biology, and I wanted to be 
able to spend my life doing research, 
mentoring students in research and 
helping students discover their sci-
entific passions.
Q: Where else have you taught 
besides Puget Sound?
A: I’ve taught at the University of 
Georgia, University of Kansas and 
Haskell Indian Nations University.
Q: What are some words of advice 
you can give to a student struggling 
in one of your classes?
A: If a student is struggling in one 
of my classes, the first thing they 
should do is come meet with me. 
That way I have an opportunity to 
help them individually with what-
ever they’re struggling with or help 
them with study strategies. My sec-
ond piece of advice is: do the read-
ing!
By NICHOLe HINe
Professor spotlight: Vanessa Koelling
Biology dept. gains a new faculty member
Bat night entertains visitors with seasonal fun
Logger 
Action of 
the Week:
Give one sincere 
(deeper than 
appearance) 
compliment each 
day to another 
person.
Theme of the 
month: Humility
If you have any 
questions about the 
ALOHA  movement, 
challenge or theme 
contact aloha@
pugetsound.edu
Going Batty: The docents weren’t the only ones who dressed up for the event (top). Slater 
displayed various bat specimens for visitors to examine and learn about (bottom).
Koelling: This is the 
professor’s first year at Puget 
Sound.
PHOTOS COURTESY/FAITH MATTHEWS
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On Tuesday afternoon in Trim-
ble Forum, Bill Porter gave a lec-
ture called “The Quest for and 
Cultivation of Solitude by Chinese 
Hermit Practitioners of Taoism, 
Buddhism, and Confucianism.”  
Porter is the author of the book 
Road to Heaven: Encounter with 
Chinese Hermits.  
The lecture was given in con-
junction with the showing of the 
film Amongst White Clouds which 
was based on Porter’s book.
Inspiration for this lecture came 
from Professor Elisabeth Benard, 
who read Porter’s book last year.  
“Ideas about searches always ap-
peal to me because you wind up in 
a place, but you aren’t always sure 
how you got there,” Benard said.
When Porter was younger he 
was a student at Columbia Univer-
sity. At the time, Columbia gave 
scholarships to students learning 
a rare or endangered language and 
Porter, who needed the money, 
elected to study Chinese. He left 
Columbia and traveled to a mon-
astery where he spent four years 
with the monks.
  “After four years the Abbot 
came to me and said ‘so you’ve 
been freeloading here for years, it’s 
about time you became a monk.’  I 
left the Abbey that week,” Porter 
said, laughing.
During the lecture Porter de-
scribed his travels to China in 
search of hermits. The history of 
these people dates back several 
thousand years.  
“China has a history of hermits. 
There are [still people] in Chi-
na who live like the monks [did] 
a thousand years ago,” Porter said. 
“[Hermits] represent a tradition 
that we don’t have in the West. 
[In the] West hermits are misan-
thropes, people who don’t like oth-
ers or are crazy. In China the her-
mit is a very respected person. 
[Long ago] emperors would go 
[into] the mountains to find a her-
mit to take over the throne.”
In Chinese culture, mountain 
hermits would often be Confu-
cians or Buddhists. “[Being a] her-
mit [is the equivalent of earning a] 
spiritual Ph.D. because the average 
stay is three to five years,” Porter 
added.   
However, not all mountains are 
hermit mountains. The specif-
ic mountains where hermits live 
have been the same mountains for 
thousands of years.
In 3500 B.C., China’s first capi-
tol, Huaiyang, was founded on the 
banks of the Yellow River.
  “Instead of Adam and Eve, 
Eastern cultures have Fushi and 
Niwa. Fushi was the earliest 
known Taoist, while Niwa saved 
everyone from the great flood by 
giving them giant gourds to float 
in,” Porter said.  
Taoism is different from Confu-
cianism or Buddhism in the sense 
that Taoist monks practice the art 
of moving chi, the body’s natural 
energy.  
Taoist hermits will often med-
itate for hours—even days—at a 
time on their Kangs (stone beds 
with a space underneath for a fire). 
Porter often found that when 
two male hermits were living to-
gether,  they were brothers who 
had studied under the same mas-
ter.  When two women were living 
together, however, one was a dis-
ciple and the other was a teacher.  
Even the Chinese government 
leaves these people in peace.  Be-
ing a hermit is considered a truly 
a respectable occupation; it shows 
dedication to a spiritual path.  
“Different monasteries have dif-
ferent mountains they send their 
disciples to; some places will be 
close by, while others are five hun-
dred miles away.  [In some cases] 
monasteries have been using the 
same mountains for several thou-
sand years,” Porter said.  
To survive, Porter has estimated 
that hermits need to make about 
$10 (or the equivalent) a month 
in order to purchase things.  That 
would be rice—wheat flour in the 
north—salt, kerosene and a bolt of 
cloth every couple years.  
Each mountain community has 
its own unique ‘hermit network.’ 
That means that what one hermit 
knows often they all know.  Porter 
also discovered that hermits also 
need what he calls ‘hermit buffer 
zone,’ meaning that each hermit 
needs to be at least fifteen min-
utes away from his neighbors in 
every direction in order to have 
enough space for several small 
vegetable patches, and some hunt-
ing ground.  
“Whatever they have is yours. 
This tradition generates a lot of 
happiness,” Porter said.
“Hearing him talk from first 
hand [experience was amazing] 
‘cause most westerners don’t try 
to have an experience like this,” 
sophomore Lydia Hollingsworth 
said. “It was surprising that most 
hermits were women because I 
know historically that Buddhism 
favored men.”
Sophomore Heather Stepp was 
fascinated by Porter’s talk. 
“[It was surprising] when he 
talked about communities of her-
mits, how solitude does not equal 
complete seclusion [because] they 
look after each other.  I’m really in-
terested in Buddhism and Eastern 
religion and philosophy. I want to 
go explore and have a direct expe-
rience [like Porter did],” she said.
And as Bill Porter says, “the 
most interesting part of life is the 
part you don’t plan.” 
By TAYLOR ROGHAIR
College students, especially near-
ing the middle and end of the se-
mester, tend to complain about too 
little sleep leaving them sluggish 
and in desperate need of caff eine to 
revitalize them. 
Not having enough sleep can lead 
to ineffi  cient time management, 
which can lead to more stress and 
more sleep loss, creating a destruc-
tive cycle. 
Unfortunately, it gets worse—
studies by the National Sleep Foun-
dation show that junk food, which 
can comfort stressed students at 
their lowest moments, cause stu-
dents to sleep less restfully when 
they fi nally put their heads down. 
Last year US News quoted a study 
that showed the best foods to sup-
port restful sleep and improve stam-
ina while awake to avoid stress.
Spinach, fi sh, nuts and grains are 
all full of magnesium, which pro-
motes muscle relaxation and may 
help reduce middle-of-the-night 
restlessness. Th is will cause you to 
wake up less in the middle of the 
night and improve the overall rest-
fulness of your sleep.
Foods that have melatonin or 
tryptophan will cause deeper sleep 
cycles and an easier waking-up pe-
riod. Cherries and warm milk fea-
ture prominently on lists that sug-
gest these therapeutic chemicals; 
fi sh and poultry are also encour-
aged, but doctors suggest eating a 
high-carbohydrate snack aft erward 
to aid the body in using the trypto-
phan effi  ciently.
Poultry and fi sh are good foods to 
promote sleep because they are high 
in protein and low in fat content. 
High fat content foods can make 
you feel sluggish and less alert, but 
they will not improve rest, and will 
sometimes completely prevent you 
from falling asleep until hours aft er 
you lay down. 
Similarly, sleep aids may cause 
you to fall asleep quickly initially, 
but many of them will disrupt your 
brain’s sleep cycles, seriously reduc-
ing the eff ectiveness of a long night’s 
sleep.
Along with healthy eating, there 
are also simple tasks you can per-
form to encourage your body to rest 
more easily at night. 
Many college students have found 
the remarkable power of naps far 
more appealing than they did when 
they were in preschool; however, 
sleep studies show that frequent ir-
responsible napping during the day 
will prevent a person from being 
able to stabilize their sleep sched-
ules, forcing them into a constant 
state of ill rest. 
Frequent exercise and exposure 
to sunlight will promote better rest 
at night, but exercising right before 
sleep is not as good as you might 
imagine: fi tness and nutrition ex-
perts encourage a full hour between 
exercising and sleep, as hard work 
will cause your mind to race and 
will make your muscles tense and 
restless, not tired.
Apart from reducing stress in the 
short term, improving your grades 
and relationships and general qual-
ity of life, healthy sleeping habits 
now will have long term pay-off s as 
well. 
Studies show that students who 
got enough sleep while they were 
in college fought off  brain degener-
ating diseases such as Alzheimer’s 
far better than their colleagues who 
found themselves with less than op-
timal rest schedules.
Eating Right: Part of a graphic that was created by Nicole 
Foster to encourage college students to eat foods that will 
maximize their potential during school.
Searching for solitude:
Bill Porter talks of his journeys 
with Chinese hermits
Eating for sleeping: foods to help you slumber
By JORDAN MACAVOY
“[hermits] represent a 
tradition that we don’t 
have in the West. [in 
the] West, hermits are 
misanthropes, people who 
don’t like others or are 
crazy. in China the hermit 
is a very respected person. 
[long ago] emperors would 
go [into] the mountains to 
fi nd a hermit to take over 
the throne.”
—Bill Porter
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Men’s soccer victorious at northwest conference 
Team clinches NWC title for the first time in six years 
The men’s soccer team 
clinched the conference 
championship this weekend with 
a 2-0 win over George Fox. The 
soccer team is the first of the 
three Logger teams (men’s soccer, 
women’s soccer and volleyball) to 
take the championship. 
George Fox only had one total 
shot on goal, as opposed to the 
seven for the Loggers. The Logger 
defense did a great job making it 
really tough on the George Fox 
team; the Puget Sound goalie 
only had to block one shot in the 
entirety of the match.
Puget Sound senior mid-
fielder Carson Swope (Portland, 
Ore.) and senior defensive man 
Eneko Bereziartua (Boise, Idaho) 
scored the two goals. 
Bereziartua was the first 
to score, midway into the first 
minute. This fast start gave Puget 
Sound the control in the game 
that they needed. They were able 
to focus on keeping George Fox at 
bay. 
The second goal happened in 
the 26th minute by Swope. This 
allowed a 2-0 lead in the first half. 
Swope scored on a beautifully 
curved penalty kick and created a 
sizable gap between the two teams. 
The defense was the true 
hero of the day, however. It felt 
like George Fox could not even 
set up a decent chance to score. 
Puget Sound guarded everyone to 
perfection. 
The whole second half, the 
Loggers only allowed two shots 
and none on goal by George Fox. 
This is coming off a string of great 
defensive games for the Loggers. 
This is their sixth game in a row 
that resulted in a shutout. 
This will give Puget Sound 
a huge advantage in the playoffs 
because of their high seed. Puget 
Sound will play the lowest seed 
in their bracket because they won 
the conference. This means that 
we should have a few should wins 
before they have to face the more 
challenging teams. If we continue 
playing like this, there is no doubt 
that we can be successful. 
In the past the Loggers have 
been edged out of the top 25 
rankings, but now that they have 
won the conference they should 
move up to one of the higher 
rankings. 
This will be their fourth 
Northwest Conference (NWC) 
championship under Head Coach 
Reece Olney. However, this 
championship is coming after a 
six-year drought of no title wins. 
This will set up well for senior 
night on Sunday, Nov. 3.
Them winning signifies the 
first team of the fall to clinch the 
conference. They have handled 
themselves very well in the 
conference. Their record against 
conference opponents thus far 
is 12-1. Their onslaught has 
proved successful, and it is time 
to take their talent to beat other 
conference teams. 
Unfortunately, out of 
conference they are below: 500 
at 2-3. However, if they can turn 
this trend into beating some of the 
other great non-conference teams 
in the playoffs there is no reason 
why Puget Sound cannot compete 
for the title. It certainly looks 
promising with their current five-
game winning streak. .
The men’s soccer team started 
the hopeful trend for Northwest 
Conference championships. Now 
that the men’s team has clinched, 
it is up to the other two teams 
in contention for the Northwest 
Conference championship to 
finish off an amazing fall for Puget 
Sound athletics. 
The women’s soccer team 
is on their way with a big win 
Sunday, over Linfield. They now 
are sitting in the drivers seat in 
first place to take the conference 
next week. The big star was 
sophomore Amalia Acrda-Few 
with two big goals to give Puget 
Sound the padding needed to beat 
challenging Linfield. 
By SCOTT SILVeRSTeIN
Logger men’s soccer: Senior Carson Swope (Portland, Ore.) hustles for the ball to help the team win the Northwest Conference championship. 
PHOTO COURTESY/LOGGER ATHLETICS 
Men’s cross country team finds their stride
The Puget Sound men’s cross 
country team is having a strong 
season. The Northwest Conference 
championship season began on 
Nov. 2 in Spokane, Wash. 
The team started off their season 
with the Puget Sound Invitational 
where they placed first. Their last 
event was on Oct. 19 at the Pioneer 
Invitational hosted by Lewis and 
Clark College at McIver Park where 
the team was ranked in fifth place 
out of 12 schools.
The team saw their best over-
all performance at this invitation-
al along with Willamette’s Chuck 
Bowles Invitational at Bush Park. 
They performed their fastest times 
based on the high levels of competi-
tion as well as it being a fast course 
leading the team to run their fast-
est. The team had their overall best 
performance at the Pioneer Invita-
tional because they all ran in a pack. 
Throughout the season the team 
was most looking forward to seeing 
how they compare to other teams. 
This is especially important when it 
comes to competing against Willa-
mette, who is the rival team.
Junior Josh Seekatz (Philomath, 
Ore.), who started cross coun-
try out of curiosity and enjoyment 
of being active, has seen a drastic 
change in the team from when he 
first joined the team as a freshman. 
“When I came in as a freshman 
our team wasn’t very good. We were 
at the bottom of the conference and 
really lacked leadership. The lack of 
leadership was mostly due to flakey 
people being on the team, they were 
just there to stay in shape, as well as 
injuries keeping people from prac-
ticing,” Seekatz said. “Last year we 
gained some new members that 
were also dedicated and looking to 
improve so our team started to find 
success and people began to great-
ly improve. We ended the season by 
placing third at the conference meet 
and were fifth in the region, which 
was very good for having an injury-
plagued roster. This season we re-
turned all of our top seven runners 
except one person so we have had 
very lofty goals from the get go. Ev-
eryone is striving to improve every 
day and the work ethic we have has 
been evident in our competitions.”
This year, the team has many cru-
cial members each of whom con-
tribute to the team in one way or 
another. There is a potential of five 
members to become all-conference 
athletes this season. Along with 
this, Seekatz and sophomore Justin 
Bigelow (Highland Ranch, Colo.) 
have been listed under the all time 
top 25 list for 8k times. 
While they have strengths with-
in the team, the main weakness of 
the team is seen in the lack of num-
bers. The varsity team has only sev-
en members, and the Puget Sound 
roster in total only has ten, mean-
ing each member’s ability to com-
pete is very crucial. 
In order to be a successful team, 
effective practices and individu-
al workouts from the runners are 
needed. While the team runs to-
gether, it is also important for each 
runner to go beyond the minimum. 
Practices consist of running a total 
of 65-85 miles per week along with 
interval runs, tempo runs, hills, 
gym workouts, and aqua jogs. Since 
individual effort is also important, 
Seekatz has his own method. 
“I think the most important 
thing I bring to the table is my at-
titude. I’m very light hearted and 
try to have as much fun as possible 
during every practice,” Seekatz said. 
“I also try to lead by example. I try 
to maintain a strong work ethic in 
practice and I try to do all the lit-
tle things that are necessary for suc-
cessful and injury-free season like 
going on morning runs, getting in 
the gym a few times a week, getting 
treatment from the trainers regu-
larly, and sleeping enough. Main-
taining a positive attitude about all 
of these things is critical because it’s 
pretty hard to remember that we 
actually enjoy running when we’re 
out doing a hard workout or wak-
ing up early for a 7 a.m. pool work-
out.”
As the team has improved from 
last season and are down to their 
last two events, the NCAA West 
Regionals and the NCAA Champi-
onship, the runners have formed a 
strong and successful team. 
By MIA KeLLIHeR 
The long haul: Logger men go the distance in pursuit of the finish line at the Pioneer Invitational.  
PHOTO COURTESY / LUCAS SOKOLSKY
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Football team loses to rival Pacific Lutheran 
The Loggers lost to cross-town rival PLU Nov. 2. In the first half of the game the Loggers were 
able to keep the Lutes at bay, going in 
to halftime tied 7-7. The team would 
fall behind though in the second half 
with the Lutes winning 41-21. 
The beginning of the game looked 
promising when junior Connor Sav-
age (Bothell, Wash.) had a 34-yard 
return. The Loggers could not keep 
up the momentum, however, gain-
ing only 35 yards in the first quarter. 
The first quarter ended 0-0 with both 
teams struggling on offense and de-
fense. 
In the second quarter the Lutes 
were able to score the first touch-
down with the clock at 10:33. A poor 
punt by PLU set up the Loggers to 
score. 
Junior Brandon Foley (Bothell, 
Wash.) completed a series of passes 
culminating in a scoring-throw with 
junior Kevin Miller (Seattle, Wash.). 
This marked Foley’s  41st touchdown 
pass, earning him a new record at 
Puget Sound and surpassing Ivy 
Iverson’s record from 1979. Sopho-
more Sawyer Petre (Denver, Colo.) 
had a successful kick securing the tie 
at the end of the first half. 
The Loggers started the third 
quarter strong. Freshman Max Mc-
Guinn (Bellingham, Wash.) tackled 
Lute James Swinyard, giving Logger 
offense a great driving position. Se-
nior Kupono Park (Waimanalo, Ha-
waii) rushed for this third touch-
down of the season, putting the 
Loggers ahead for the first time in 
the game. 
Though the Loggers came out 
strong at the beginning of the third 
quarter the Lutes were able to pull 
ahead and outplayed the Loggers 
for the rest of the game. The Lutes 
scored 4 touchdowns in a row giving 
them a 34-14 advantage.
The Lutes slowed down by the 
fourth quarter, but the third quarter 
would prove decisive. The Loggers 
were able to make one more touch-
down when Foley threw a 45-yard 
catch to junior Peter Bell (Klamath 
Falls, Ore.). The Lutes came back 
with the final touchdown of the 
game, ending at 41-21. 
This has been another difficult sea-
son for the Loggers. Individual play-
ers have had success and set person-
al and school records both at home 
and on the road, but since their win 
at Whittier the team has not cinched 
another victory. With just two more 
games in the season there is still a 
chance for Logger victories.  The 
Loggers play Linfield on Nov. 9 on 
the road and will return home for 
their final game of the season. The 
Loggers will face off against Willa-
mette on Nov. 16 at Baker Stadium. 
This senior game is the last time 
seniors will play at home and is a 
great chance for the Puget Sound 
community to support the team in 
their last home game of the season. 
By CLAIRe GRUBB 
Volleyball remains on an unbeatable hot streak 
Volleyball: The Logger women huddle after winning the point. 
The Loggers continued on their 
trail to the postseason against the 
Whitworth Pirates. 
Coming in with an eight-match 
unbeaten streak, the Loggers looked 
to cement their winning ways af-
ter a dramatic 3-2 victory of cross-
town rivals Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity (PLU). They did just that with a 
somewhat shaky 3-1 victory over the 
Pirates.
The first set was full of streaks for 
both teams, but the Loggers looked 
in bad shape with their total number 
of errors equaling the number of kills 
they earned in the set. 
The Pirates burst out to take the 
opening six of the first eight points. 
The Loggers, showing the dogged re-
silience that they have taken match-
es with lately, rallied back with four 
points of their own and a run of five 
after that to take the score within 
three points of the Pirates at 11-14. 
Whitworth pulled out ahead at 21-
16, preventing any Logger comeback 
as the two teams traded points until 
the Pirates closed the game at 25-20.
The second set was a constant de-
bate between the two teams, with a 
total of 10 high scores throughout 
the game. The teams traded point for 
point and scored a total of 20 points 
combined before any team pulled 
ahead. 
The Pirates looked to break the 
deadlock, running off four straight 
points to take the lead.  Sensing a 
change of pace, the Loggers called a 
time-out to make sure this game did 
not get away from them like the first 
one.  
The Loggers then came storming 
out, scoring seven of eight points to 
pull ahead at 18-16. The set seemed 
to draw to a deadlock again, as the 
Pirates battled back to even the set 
at 22 apiece. The set ground on, both 
teams trading points, until the Log-
gers strung together a Pirates attack-
ing error and a hard-fought point to 
take the set at 26-24.
The players looked to be settling 
in for a long night as the third set 
seemed a mirror image of the sec-
ond. 
Teams traded points until the Log-
gers strung together a small lead at 
11-8 with senior Jenni Brehove (Vis-
ta, Calif.) scoring an ace to put the 
home team out front. 
The Pirates sensed danger and 
took a time-out to see if they could 
keep themselves in the game. The 
tactic proved successful, as they 
rolled off four straight to take the 
lead at 12-11.  
Time-outs seemed to be a theme 
of this match, as the Loggers took 
one of their own and went on a blis-
tering 5-1 run to lead at 16-13. 
The game ground on, seeing the 
teams trade point for point, until the 
Loggers capitalized on an attack er-
ror and a venomous kill from senior 
Jackie Harvey (Santa Barbara, Calif.) 
to take the game at 28-26.
The third set saw more dramatic 
action with a total of 16 tied scores 
and eight lead changes. 
Uncharacteristic of the night, the 
Pirates jumped out to an early lead at 
7-2, which prompted a Logger time-
out.  
Continuing the trend of bursting 
out of time-outs, the Loggers surged 
back with a 5-0 run to tie the match 
at seven all.  Whitworth tried to pull 
out ahead again, but senior Marissa 
Florant (Palo Alto, Calif.) served sev-
en straight points to bring the Logger 
lead to 14-10.  
The Pirates looked to draw level at 
14, but the home team continued to 
surge, putting themselves ahead with 
a 5-1 run and taking the lead at 19-
14.  
The Loggers continued to press 
their advantage, pulling ahead to 23-
18 and regaining service after soph-
omore Danielle Westerman (San 
Francisco, Calif.) thumped home a 
kill to bring the final point within 
reach. 
The Pirates looked to fight back 
but the Logger defense of Brehove 
and junior Nicolette Reynaud (Los 
Gatos, Calif.) forced an attacking er-
ror that ended the match at 25-18 for 
the Loggers. 
Three Loggers had big nights in 
this victory, with three double-dou-
bles from the home team. 
Florant picked up 18 digs and 14 
kills, Harvey ran up 17 digs and 12 
kills and Brehove turned up with 12 
digs and an impressive 46 assists.
Senior night on Nov. 2 marked the 
last night at home for the Loggers. 
They faced off against Whitman at 6 
p.m. in the Memorial Fieldhouse.  
By THOMAS OVeRTON 
Logger football: Defense gathers to discuss next play. The loss to crosstown rival Pacific Lutheran University came after a tied first half; Lutes finished 41-21. 
PHOTO COURTESY/DYLAN WITWICKI 
PHOTOS COURTESY / FAITH MATTHEWS 
Intensity: Senior Christina Chun intimidates the opposition. 
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By YOLO ONO
After collecting data over the 
past few years, an ASUPS study 
has finally concluded that the 
University of Puget Sound is re-
ally just  passionate about signing 
things. 
The study, which collected data 
ranging from student petitions to 
sheets collected from clubs after 
tabling, ultimately proved that 
Puget Sound students will sign 
just about anything, no matter 
the cause or if they had any ac-
tual intent to follow through with 
what they had just signed up for. 
“The most convincing evidence 
is senate petitions. All our sen-
ators have to get at least 50 sig-
natures just to run. Yet, of those 
500-some-odd signatures from 
the most recent election, two of 
them actually voted,” ASUPS 
president Eric Hopfenpoop told 
The Flail. 
The study also noted the im-
pacts of the campus’s love for 
signing things that included high 
expectations for an event only 
two people would show up for, an 
overblown GMO-labeling issue 
or debate thing and three ruined 
open mic nights at Diversions. 
“At first, we were confused why 
students were so upset over the 
GMO thing instead of bigger is-
sues like world hunger or their 
inevitable death but, once we 
found that they really just liked 
signing things, that all made 
sense,” ASUPS puppet master 
Inigo Montoya reported.   
In response to the findings, 
ASUPS has asked all clubs to stop 
petitioning for causes, having 
sign up sheets or providing any 
material students can sign. 
A press release given by ASUPS 
last night outlined a new ban on 
signing things within 15 yards of 
campus, explained why prevent-
ing students from signing things 
was a just cause, and ended with 
Vice President Inigo telling all 
clubs upset with the ban to “suck 
it up” and that “no one wants to 
go to your stupid event anyways.” 
The ban will be voted on next 
Tuesday at a special senate meet-
ing and will include contracts, 
love letters, deals with the devil, 
tests, artwork and anything else 
the campus feels they need to 
sign for some reason.   
Students have expressed gener-
al apathy towards ASUPS and the 
signing ban with the only outlet 
voicing an opinion in opposition 
to the ban being a club strictly 
devoted to signing things. 
“We formed about a year ago 
to sign just whatever. If there is a 
signing ban we can’t sign things 
and that would suck,” president 
of the Dead Signing Society Cin-
dy Loo told The Flail. 
The Dead Signing Society 
has posted a petition to petition 
against petitioning petitions. 
So far, over 500 students have 
signed onto their cause. 
“We have gotten a lot of peo-
ple to sign up so hopefully they’ll 
really come out and support our 
next petition,” Loo said. 
The next petition will be creat-
ed right after the big vote in the 
senate on Tuesday.  
The Dead Signing Society 
asked The Flail to stress that the 
petition will happen despite the 
outcome of the senate vote. 
By VeRNICIOUS KNID
For those of us from the states 
with actual weather, falls in 
Washington are the Eeyores of 
what is otherwise a merry albeit 
blustery college adventure in the 
Hundred Acre Woods: there’s a 
lot of raining, there’s a lot of cry-
ing, there’s a lot of pooping and 
everything in your house breaks. 
But what you don’t know about 
is Washington’s long-standing 
tradition of the Hunt, one of this 
fine state’s many ways to com-
bat the winter blues, the death of 
the sun and the annual inf lux of 
dumbasses into the general area. 
That, and Starbucks’ red cups.
As you know by now, Puget 
Sound is a long-established locus 
of magical happenings. 
From our vampire president to 
the time machine on the fourth 
f loor of the library, it’s pretty 
much a freaking Halloween ev-
ery day. 
And so, of course, those of us 
with the know-how know that the 
next best thing between barfing 
on Green Man and curb-stomp-
ing pumpkins and trying not to 
kill all your relatives during the 
December holidays is the Univer-
sity’s own version of the Hunt. 
I was lucky enough to get the 
Erlking, the leader of the Hunt, 
before he and his goblins went af-
ter their afternoon snack (a hap-
less liberal studies major with an 
attitude problem, poor bb). 
“I’m over a million f***ing 
years old, what the f*** do you 
want puny human?” he snapped. 
Or at least, that’s what I think 
he said. Word Reference isn’t set 
up for Ancient Sumerian, so I 
had to guess a little, okay?
I, of course, being the brave, 
stalwarthy reporter that I am, 
did not squeak like a scared chip-
munk whatsoever. 
I gathered my manly courage 
around me like a motherf***ing 
shield and dared to ask, “How 
will the Hunt compare with last 
year’s? How will you attempt to 
conform to the University’s poli-
cies of diversification, inclusion, 
fairness, rainbows, unicorns and 
leopluridons?” 
“We hunt everyone regardless 
of ability, race, gender, national 
origin, immigrant or refugee sta-
tus, sexual orientation, current 
medication, hair color or shoe 
size,” he recited in a bored tone. 
“Well, shit,” I said elegantly. 
“Sounds like you’ve got the spiel 
down pat.” 
He rolled his eyes. 
“After last year’s fracas, Mab 
had all Sidhe go through sensi-
tivity training. We’re a lot more 
careful about whom we select 
to join the Hunt, and of course, 
whom we hunt. Last year, some 
upstart came late so she decided 
she’d hunt her professor instead.” 
“WHAT???!!!” 
The Erlking sniffed, “My baby 
girl. I was so proud.” 
“Where is she now?” 
“State penitentiary.”
“Wat.”
“Right?” The Erlking burped. 
“Apparently the Washington 
State Judiciary system won’t ac-
cept testimony from kelpies or 
hire defendants who are redcaps.”
“Is there anybody in the Pacif-
ic Northwest that ISN’T a part of 
the fairy world?!!!”
“Norm Dicks.”
“Obviously.”
“Hurry up mortal, I’m hungry,” 
he said as he took his sword out of 
its scabbard and started to use it 
to get at the blood under his fin-
gernails.
“Okay, okay, okay. I just have 
one more question.”
“SPEAK.”
“Do the Sidhe bosses really ap-
pear if you say their names three 
times?”
“Duh.”
“Can you give me an example?”
He put away his sword, “Can-
dlejack, candlejack, ca—”
Interview thus finished, I then 
tracked the lone gunman to her 
cell in Taco Time, Tacoma’s new 
criminal rehabilitation cen-
ter, which reforms its inmates 
through the absolutely merciless 
trifecta of exercise, group therapy 
and Americanized Mexican food. 
By way of explaining her ac-
tions last year, the student (who 
preferred not to give her name 
but I can tell you that it starts 
with a B and ends with a ritney) 
said, “The Erlking gave me a 
piece of his plan, except it was a 
piece [here she made a gun with 
her hand] and so I shot my teach-
er.” 
After I picked up my jaw from 
where it had fallen to the f loor, I 
told her, “I can’t condone your ac-
tions, but I relish your wit.” 
“Well I salsa your face,” she 
said as she munched obnoxiously 
on some blue corn tortilla strips.
campus more passionate 
about signing up for things 
than actually doing them
the Hunt reemerges as a means for students to 
combat fall semester slump via mass murder
PHOTO COURTESY/THOM STONE
Signing: Dead Signing Society exists for those who sign up 
for everything at LogJam but never show up to the meetings.
By STONe COLD STeVe 
AweSOMe
For Gulliver Granola, wearing 
Crocs is not just a fashion state-
ment, but a way of life—I mean 
that literally, since he’s been eat-
ing only Croc soup for the past 
couple days.
Insisting that I call him “Gull, 
just like the bird, bro,” the haggard 
man I see before me seems but a 
ghost of the zealous Croc cham-
pion my boss at The Flail had de-
scribed to me.
Later, I gathered (from the in-
ternet) that the bird he was refer-
ring to was in fact a “seagull.”
Clever man.
Surprised that no one had tried 
to test out the timeless rumor that 
Crocs are edible, Gull set out from 
his stoner den in Tacoma with 
only a tent, a lighter, a sleeping 
bag and a stew pot for some good 
ol’ backcountry Croc cookin’—oh 
yeah, and some joints, he brought 
those too.
As for the Crocs themselves, 
Gull owned seven pairs (each rep-
resenting a color from the rain-
bow), all of which he took with 
him into the mountains.
Having settled at his campsite 
in Dosewallips State Park, Gull 
enjoyed a long celebratory toke, 
then got down to business.
He fired up the stew pot and 
waited till the water boiled, then 
dropped the red ones in, thereby 
creating a viscous substance that 
resembled wax more than soup.
According to Gull, “it took, like, 
forever,” granted he probably had 
a mean case of the munchies too.
Although he was able to sleep 
after eating the Croc soup, Gull 
awoke only to throw it all up.
Meanwhile, back home, Gull’s 
little sister was so swept up with 
her brother’s undying love for 
Crocs that she contacted us at The 
Flail to write a story about him.
When I at last found Gull at the 
campsite, he was barely conscious, 
lying facedown in a puddle of his 
own orange vomit.
I gave him some water first 
before asking him if he wanted 
to go home yet, to which he re-
sponded deliriously, “NO MAN! 
THE GREATER GOOD… IS AT 
STAKE HERE.”
Not knowing quite what he 
meant, I searched the stew pot’s 
chunky contents for answers.
Just as if I were reading tea 
leaves, I discerned a stable shape 
amidst the amorphous goop—a 
black dog, an omen of death.
Horrified, I cast aside the pot 
and ran back to Gull... but I was 
too late.
What Gull had tried to make 
the source of his life became the 
robber of it.
In the midst of his mighty 
quest to demonstrate the versatile 
uses of the Croc sandal, Gull was 
struck down, as if by God.
Somehow I think even His love 
of all creation would end with 
Crocs.
So basically, the moral of the 
story is, in short, don’t believe ev-
erything you hear. 
Don’t be a dunce and try to 
live off Crocs in the backwoods 
of Washington because that will 
probably kill you.
Also, just don’t wear Crocs to 
begin with—they will probably 
kill everyone’s respect for you.
Man dies in an 
attempt to prove 
crocs’ edibleness 
“as you know by now, 
Puget Sound is a long-
established locus of 
magical happenings. From 
our vampire president to 
the time machine on the 
fourth floor, it’s pretty 
much a freaking halloween 
every day.”
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By OLIVIA pIeRCe 
fReeMAN
Sitting for History: Exploring 
Self-Identity Through Portraiture, 
an exhibit exploring the evolution 
of self-presentation, will be held at 
the Tacoma Art Museum until Jan. 
1, 2014.
From an expression of status to 
a depiction of a self-proposed per-
sonality, portraiture has taken radi-
cal new shape since its original role 
in the early 1800s.
Before the invention of photog-
raphy in the 1830s, portraits were 
the sole way to document a person’s 
image and were therefore a sought-
after luxury privileged to the rich 
as an attestation to their wealth and 
stature. 
Garbed in and surrounded by 
objects that expressed those things 
important to the subject, tradi-
tional portraits were carefully con-
structed to convey the subject’s af-
fluent social position.
However, toward the mid-1800s, 
portraits began to evolve from be-
ing focused on the subject’s belong-
ings to being focused more on their 
visage. 
Incredible emphasis was placed 
on the construction of the paint-
ing—attire, setting and posture 
were all important elements of the 
composition and the effect it had 
on the viewer. 
A significant painter in the de-
velopment of portraiture style dur-
ing the 19th century was Pierre 
Auguste Renoir, the French-born 
artist notable for his expressions 
of female sensuality and intimate 
compositions with the use of vivid 
light and small, soft brushstrokes.
He captured his subjects in their 
personal and candid moments as 
opposed to the rigid, upright posi-
tions in which they were most fre-
quently found in traditional por-
traiture. The paintings accentuated 
symbolic elements that represented 
the subject, exposing both their 
public and private versions of self.
Building from this change, por-
traiture has continued to evolve to-
ward the much more personal and 
psychologically revealing side of 
the expressionist spectrum. 
The museum’s exhibit also dis-
plays the work of Steve Davis, a 
photographer based in the Pacific 
Northwest who captures the private 
emotional layers of incarcerated 
teens in Washington State in close-
up, tightly focused digital portraits. 
His images allow the viewer to 
experience how the dullness of 
the places these youths come from 
stands in contrast to the potency 
and sharpness of their personali-
ties. 
This concept of portraiture, tak-
ing on a more intimate approach 
to evoke an understanding of the 
subject’s personal being rather than 
their status of wealth, has contin-
ued to be the prominent form of 
such art in modern culture. 
Now as computers and cell 
phones come with image and video 
capabilities, access to portraiture is 
available to a much broader public. 
And as social media continues to 
grow in being the primary means 
of public self-exhibition, personal 
profiles are adorned with portraits 
of their users. 
For many, one’s social media 
profile is the only impression oth-
ers will have of them. And in this 
ever-growing public sphere, users 
are skilled in manipulating their 
self-presentation in a manner that 
influences the way they are socially 
received.
It is important to note the po-
tential air of fallacy within the art 
of portraiture, for the artist has the 
ability to transform and alter ele-
ments of the subject to communi-
cate a very particular message. 
While there is incredible poten-
tial for misleading deception in this 
culture where many choose to care-
fully construct their cyber identity, 
understanding the ways portraiture 
has been used in the past and has 
evolved to be used today helps to 
interpret the presentation of others 
and presentation of self.
The exhibit walks the viewer 
through a semi-chronological look 
at the shift in portraiture’s dynamic 
and is open and free to students ev-
ery day of the week. 
For more specific information 
visit tacomaartmuseum.org. 
By CASeY DeY
The Tacoma Art Museum Diá 
de los Muertos Festival celebrated 
the famous Latin American tradi-
tion in a fun, family-oriented day 
for its ninth annual celebration.
On Sunday, Nov. 2, the Tacoma 
Art Museum was filled with en-
ergy and excitement as families of 
all ethnicities celebrated the his-
toric Latin American tradition. 
There were many activities and 
exhibits throughout the main lob-
by that got people into the right 
frame of mind.
See a Tapete Display—The first 
thing guests noticed after entering 
the lobby was a large sand artwork 
in the middle of the floor. 
Local artist Fulgencio Lazo cre-
ated traditional Diá de los Muer-
tos Tapete sand artwork by paint-
ing and molding and baking sand 
into a large mural depicting death 
as not the end of life but merely a 
passage into a new form of exis-
tence.
Get a Face Painting—What bet-
ter way to get in the festive spirit 
than having your face painted like 
a skull? Artists spoke with each 
guest to learn a bit about their 
lives, which they incorporated 
into the makeup. Each face was 
unique with that person’s favorite 
colors and floral or spiral designs.
Decorate Sugar Skulls—Guests 
could wait in line to decorate 
palm-sized edible sugar skulls 
that they could later take home. 
Some people went for the tradi-
tional artwork, others for a highly 
personalized look.
Create Tissue Paper Flowers 
—Guests could also make beau-
tiful flowers with multiple layers 
of brightly colored tissue paper. 
These flowers could be used for 
decoration, pens or hairpieces.
Explore the Library—There was 
a collection of a wide variety of 
books by Latin American authors 
about the history, culture and 
peoples in and involved with the 
Diá de los Muertos celebrations 
around the world.
View Community Altars—Vari-
ous elementary, middle, high and 
college schools and other organi-
zations set up over 20 displays for 
the festival. 
These displays commemorated 
lost loved ones, celebrities recently 
passed or simply raised awareness 
of various conditions or lifestyles 
that have caused death in the past.
Watch a Movie—A short film 
was available at several times 
during the day. Calling Home the 
Dead was about the inhabitants 
of a village near Lake Pátzcuaro 
in Michoácan, Mexico celebrating 
their lost loved ones on Diá de los 
Muertos. 
Enjoy a Mariachi Band—Maria-
chi Ayutla performed some tradi-
tional and original Latin Ameri-
can numbers in a unique small 
concert experience.
Experience an Authentic Az-
tec Dance Performance—Grupo 
Quetzalcoatl De Olympia per-
formed a variety of traditional 
death celebration dances in au-
thentic Aztec costumes, complete 
with huge feather headdresses.
The festival was a lot of fun for 
all of the grandparents, parents 
and kids of all ages who attended. 
It was an educational and fun 
experience that will continue to be 
enjoyed for years to come.
PHOTO COURTESY/JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ
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Portraits: The exhibit focused on self-representations in art.
Selfies: The exhibit focuses on how portraiture was used to explore self-identity through history.
Sitting for History at the tacoma Art Museum
Día de los Muertos creates cultural exchange
The festival at the Tacoma Art Museum brings people 
from all walks of life together to celebrate and learn
Altars: Members of the community created altars to commemorate lost ones.Tapete: A traditional sand sculpture, created by Fulgencio Lazo.
PHOTO COURTESY/MEGAN EVANS
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not just a vibrator play
Husband and wife: Students Cassie Fastabend and Chris Ellis. Doctor, patient and assistant: Students Paige Maney, Sarah Smith and Jordan 
Moeller.
Three women: Students Sarah Smith, Cassie Fastabend and Paige Maney. 
PHOTOS COURTESY/THEATER DEPARTMENT
By KATHRYN STUTZ
There is a long-standing tradi-
tion among science fiction writers 
of predicting the future. 
Everything about the film 
Ender’s Game feels seamlessly fu-
turistic in the image of the mod-
ern: children do their homework 
and play games on tablet comput-
ers, and the world is connected on 
an information network called the 
net where people can hide their 
identities. Communication is in-
stantaneous, change is rapid and 
we are forced to grow up fast to ac-
commodate. 
And yet, this is a faithful adap-
tation of a book which was first 
published in a short form in 1977. 
This blending of the histori-
cal origins of the narrative (some 
of which have, admittedly, been 
downplayed in the film, including 
the removal of a cold-war-esque 
‘Russian threat’ subplot) with 
modern cinematic and cultural 
aesthetics (including modern par-
lance like ‘email’) and a futuristic 
setting show off the one far more 
fantastical aspect of the story: a 
vast inter-species space war. 
Though Ender’s Game was in 
many ways marketed as an action-
packed galactic battle movie, the 
wars in which the young protago-
nist become embroiled are in the 
background for most of the film; 
the main plot is the titular Ender’s 
experiences at the disturbingly 
militarized ‘Battle School,’ the 
preparatory academy for young 
children to become commanders 
in the International Fleet, and the 
moral implications of Ender’s ex-
periences.
Asa Butterfield’s Ender is never 
less than excellent. He captures 
the frightened child and the con-
fident commander, the innocent 
and the ruthless, the amazed and 
wondrous, the cynical and the be-
trayed. He is convincingly a bril-
liant strategist, and his internal 
struggles over his identity as both 
empathic but capable of violence 
are relatable, if occasionally overly 
‘drilled-in’ by the narrative.  He is, 
on occasion, nothing short of truly 
scary. 
Not all of Ender’s peers live up 
to Butterfield; the performances of 
the other students at Battle School 
and of Ender’s siblings are suffi-
cient, but not revelatory.
Harrison Ford and Viola Davis 
provide good portrayals of two 
bickering authority figures at the 
Battle School, Colonel Graff and 
Major Anderson. The two play off 
each other, increasing much-need-
ed tension as the movie progresses 
to explain their own desperate acts 
of training children to be, essen-
tially, killing machines. 
Where Ford’s and Davis’s per-
formances pick up however, is in 
the carefully constructed scenes 
that show them disagreeing in 
front of their students, failing to 
provide a united front for the in-
dividuals who look up to them like 
parents. 
This doubt and insecurity makes 
the characters Graff and Anderson 
childish, and pushes the burden of 
their command onto their young 
charges, to great emotional ef-
fect; they feel all too much like the 
mother and father who, too busy 
arguing at the dinner table over a 
child’s academic performance, fail 
to notice this same child working 
himself to death to please them. 
Of course, the real place of Graff 
and Anderson in the narrative is 
far more cynical: their main con-
cern is success in the war, not the 
lives of their pupils. 
These acting performances are 
carried by excellent special ef-
fects and cinematography. The ef-
fects for sequences occurring in 
the Null Gravity Battle Rooms are 
particularly impressive. 
As an adaptation of Orson Scott 
Card’s novel, Ender’s Game suffers 
from the usual issues of compres-
sion in the timelines and setting, 
but the product only occasionally 
feels unduly rushed, and the im-
portant information is communi-
cated, if not always in subtle ways. 
What the book can describe over 
the course of several years of the 
protagonist’s life, the movie must 
abbreviate to a line or two during a 
training session.
 Ender has also been pragmati-
cally aged-up; he grows from the 
age of six to 12 in the novel, while 
he appears to start out at around 
12 years in the film. 
Often, the symbolism feels a little 
too obvious, a là Baz Luhrmann’s 
The Great Gatsby. Since the moral 
issues presented in Ender’s Game, 
are, however, more emotional than 
symbolic, this is not as much of a 
death-stroke for Ender’s Game as a 
whole. 
Anyone looking for an action-
packed space movie may well be 
disappointed with the slow-build 
of characterization and serious 
moral issues through the main 
part of Ender’s Game, but the nar-
rative itself is complex if not ter-
ribly sophisticated, and worth the 
price of admission for anyone with 
a passing interest in science fic-
tion, morality dramas or coming-
of-age tales. 
 Those sensitive to violence may 
find some sequences disturbing, 
and may wish to avoid this movie. 
Ender’s Game, rated PG-13, is 
currently in theatres. 
Film version of Ender’s Game brings book to life
Popularly known as “The Vibrator Play,” the theatre department’s current produc-
tion In The Next Room confronts themes of motherhood, jealousy and repression. 
Although the play is know for being about the use of a vibrator to treat women 
with “hysteria,” it is about much more than that. These “treatments” allow the women 
to explore what they want not just physically but emotionally as well.
The play follows Dr. Givings and his wife, who has just given birth. The doctor 
treats hysterical women with a vibrator, like Mrs. Daldry, who frequently experiences 
symptoms of hysteria. Meanwhile, the doctor’s wife wonders what is happening in the 
next room.
It is showing Nov. 7-9 at 7:30 and at 2:00 Nov. 9 in Norton Clapp Theater, Jones 
Hall. Tickets are $7 for students and are available online at http://tickets.pugetsound.
edu or at the Wheelock Information Center, or by phone at 253.879.6013.
“asa Butterfield’s ender is 
never less than excellent. 
he captures the frightened 
child and the confident 
commander, the innocent 
and the ruthless, the 
amazed and wondrous, the 
cynical and the betrayed.”
